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Easter past and present has changed or lives. We live now because He lives. Jesus resurrection 
reshapes our entire lives. Because Jesus lives, the impossible is possible, where death ruled, now life is not 
only possible, it is a certainty for all who abide in Jesus. Because He lives we now have a new life. We no 
longer have to live fatalistically, ‘try to get and enjoy as much as I can before I die.’ Now we know that we are 
going to live forever, in the luxury of God almighty, we can have joy in our living. We can also be generous 
with others as well.  We can spend some of our time and resources on others, to improve their lives as well. 
However all of this new life only has its source fellowship with the Father and the Son. 

John, (the disciple Jesus loved,) in his first letter, makes this thought his goal, “That which we have 
seen and heard we proclaim to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us.” John the “love” guy, want 
those who read his letter to enjoy fellowship with him and the other apostles. John states the source of 
fellowship together in this way, “indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

When we use the word fellowship, we likely think of social gathering with friends, sometimes even at 
church. John however wants us to not look superficially at how we use our outward time and activities. John 
uses a word for fellowship that carries with it an idea of unity, of partnership, of participation. As in taking a 
collection for their brothers and sisters in Christ living in Jerusalem, when they were facing Ramon and 
persecution (Rom. 15:26; 2 Cor. 8:4). Another use of this word for fellowship is when the word is used to 
speak about communion, “The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? 
The bread we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?”(1 Cor.10:16) 

Just so, John here teaches us our fellowship exists in a way similar to the Lord’s Super, it is a 
mystical union like Jesus body and blood in the bread and wine.  It is united connected inseparable because 
it has its source in Christ Jesus. So it is in our fellowship together, it is a mystical union that has its source in 
Jesus, for it is the same word for union, participation and partnership. 

So it is or fellowship is supposed to be more than drinking coffee or having a pot luck together at 
church. Our fellowship together is suppose to grow out having and being a part of the body of Christ 
together, a sharing of our struggles, burdens, joys and blessings as the body of Christ. Our fellowship grows 
out of the love the Father has for us, a love that causes him to send his Son. Fellowship comes from the love 
of the Son, which allows him to lay his life down for ours. Fellowship is the love of the Father and the
 resurrected Son on Easter, that forgives our sin, that allows us access to God and eternal life in heaven. 
Because of this fellowship, all who are in Christ have fellowship with one another.

If we ever lose sight of the source of our fellowship together as a mystical participation and union
 together that has its beginning in the Father and the Son, then we stand in danger of only having fellowship 
based on our own efforts,(which can only lead to ruin). We are not a country club. We are the body of Christ. 
This union will transcend even space and time, as proved by John. John epitomizes this fellowship union. 
Look at his first letter, how passionately he uses the words, we, us, and you (plural form). John is speaking to 
us today. John, who out of love for us, (a people he did not know), he wrote and shared everyone’s desire, 
that is John himself, the apostles, the Christians in their day, along with God’s own desire to have fellowship 
with us in our day. 

Easter changed everything. Because of Jesus death and resurrection, we now have access to the 
Father, that we may have fellowship with him and all believers in the body of Christ Jesus.

Pastor



 

 

Christian Day School News 
 

Principal’s Page 

 

 As we enter the month of May, I reflect back to the time when I was in a small Lutheran  
elementary school much like St. Peter.  One of the old traditions that we still kept was “May  
Baskets.”  The idea was to make a basket of goodies and hang it on the door or set it in front of the 
door, knock on the door and then run before the person knew who had left the basket.  It was a 
way of showing love and caring for someone without them really knowing who it was.  What does 
this have to do with our current times and situation?  We are still God’s children and we need to 
care and concern for others, even when we don’t receive recognition.  This is something that I see 
frequently in the lives of our students and the lives of the people of St. Peter.  I am grateful to see 
this reflection of God’s love for us demonstrated in the care and concern that I see every day in our 
school and congregation.  I pray that we will not let this Christian love go the way of the May  
Basket and be abandoned, as it has in so many places.  Yes, the May Pole has gone the same 
way as the May Basket.  We are too busy to dance for joy that winter is ending and that we can  
enjoy being out in God’s wonderful creation. 
 

 MAYDAY -MAYDAY!!  This is the universal distress call that is issued when a plane or ship 
is facing disaster.  There are times when we as individuals, as a school, or as a congregation feel 
that we need to put out a MAYDAY call.  In most cases, it is because we face a situation to which 
we don’t see a solution or we feel that others don’t see the severity or don’t care.  The good news 
is there is always someone who will hear our MAYDAY call – our loving and caring God.  Again, 
looking at our school and congregation, there have been times when we may have felt there was a 
need to issue the MAYDAY call.  We may feel that it is time to abandon ship and get in the life raft 
to and give up hope.  The good news is God has been and will continue to be there to hear our call 
and will come to our aid.  I continue to see this reflected in our school and congregation as we 
work together to carry out the mission that we have adopted, “(To lay the foundation to) Build on 
the Rock of Christ to:  Study the Word, Seek the lost, and Serve Our neighbors.”  With God’s 
strength and help we will carry out the mission and never issue a MAYDAY call, rather we will call 
upon Him, pray, praise, and give thanks. 

 

His Servant, 
Paul Weismantel, Principal 

5/1/18 Elder Meeting 7:00pm (Library) 
5/3/18 Quilting 9:00am (Ladies Aid Room)

Ladies Aid 12:00pm (Library)
5/4/18 Over 50’s 6:30pm (Gym)
5/718 School Board Meeting 6:30pm (Library)
5/8/18 Council Meeting 6:30pm (Library)
5/13/18 Children Singing at 10:30am Service
5/15/18 Newsletter deadline

4H Meeting 7 8:30pm (Gym)
5/16/18 Library reserved 12:00 4:00pm
517/18 Quilting 9:00am (Ladies Aid Room)
5/21/18 PTL Meeting 3:45pm (Library)

Blood Drive 4:00 5:45pm (Gym)
5/27/18 Memorial Day Potluck (After late service)
5/28/18 Memorial Day (No School & Office Closed)

                                             Shut In Visit List
                                                  Weekly Visits
    
       Week 1                    Week 2                 Week 3                   Week 4                

Mel Sehlke                                            Ken Mohnke
          Lois Sillman                                          Ethel Flegler
                                   Shirley Edwards                                    Gordon Schrader

              
MEMORIALS
            In Loving Memory of
             Ron Schrader $1,185

    Dennis Kennedy $100
    Marilyn Kloeckner $150

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fleversetdujour.info%2Fattachment%2Ffull%2Fcoloring-page-church%2Flds-church-cliparts-free-download-clip-art-free-clip-art-on.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fleversetdujour.info%2Fcoloring-page-church.html&doci


 

 

“Laying the Foundation to Build on the Rock of Christ.  
Study the Word, Seek the Lost, and to Serve our Neighbors” 

Prayer Chain 

If you have a prayer request, please call Liz in the church office  
 (989) 224-3178 during office hours.  If in the evening or weekend, please call 
Pam Mohr (989) 292-1686.   

ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH SERVICES 

 

Wednesdays: Bible Study 6:00pm-7:00pm 

           Worship 7:00pm 

 

Sundays: Worship Services 8:00am & 10:30am 

  Bible Study 9:15am 

 

 

  

Stewardship News
On the way home from church, my daughter sat in the backseat enjoying Goldfish crackers as my 

other children implored her to share.  Trying to redirect the conversation, I asked the hoarder of the snacks, 
“What did you do in class today?”  She said they made a basket of bread and fish because a child gave 
Jesus five loaves and two fish that Jesus used to feed more than 5,000 people (John 6 :1 13)

“That was very kind of the little boy to share.  Do you think maybe God is asking you to 
share your fish?” I asked.  “No Momma,” she replied.  I tried to encourage her not to keep all 
the crackers to herself.  She was unconvinced.  “There is not enough for everyone!”

Sharing is hard.  It is easier to hold onto what we see in front of us.  Perhaps we do the calculation and 
reason there is simply not enough for everyone.  And the assumption is that if I give, I will be left wanting.  
Paul reminds us that all we have comes from God, who wants to enrich us “in every way so that (we) can 
be generous” (2 Corinthians 9:10 11).  The math of heaven isn’t a calculation of scarcity but of abundance.  
We can share joyfully because God promises to care for us even as we are generous to others.  
Lisa Samra

SHARING encompasses all God gives to us – our time to help & serve others / our talents to carry out 
Christ’s commission to tell every one of His Love & Salvation and our treasures to support the mission of 
God’s work.       When we believe that God is good, we can learn to open our hands to others.

Submitted by Jan Maynard, Stewardship

Stewardship

We are all busy working on a budget that is feasible with the resources available to our 
congregation at this time.  It is quite challenging to say the least.  We would like to accomplish so much yet 
don’t have the funds to achieve our desires, let alone our needs.  The “Birthday for Jesus” offering was a 
‘God Send’ as we were able to pay the bills we have at the present time. This offering totaled over 
$23,000.00.  We were able to pay our loan with the surplus going into the general fund.  Giving has been 
down so some of the money has been used to pay bills to keep the church going.  At this point (March 14) 
there is about $4500.00 remaining of the “Birthday for Jesus” offering.  We really need everyone’s Time, 
Talents and Treasures so we won’t have to take out another loan.

While working on the budget, we realize a lot of money is spent by individuals for needs around the church.  
These individuals pay for things and do not submit invoices for reimbursement.  We estimate around 
$10,000.00 is spent each year in this manner.  Many, many thanks to you who have quietly donated your 
time and money to St. Peter.  The church would have a difficult time without your gifts.

We are updating the bulletin boards and want to keep them current.  We need photos of all activities at 
church.  Please submit any that you may have to Jeanette Mehney or to the church office with Jeanette’s 
name on the envelope.  Thank you.

Jan Maynard for the Stewardship Committee  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimg.clipartxtras.com%2F2af7f5808c968010dbe736dbbfa30109_stewardship-tree-cliparts-cliparts-zone-free-christian-stewardship-clipart_2036-1316.jpeg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartxtras.com%2Fcategories%2Fv


 

 

GREETERS 

Please be sure to check the schedule and if you're unable to greet on the date scheduled, 
switch with someone else and let Liz in the office know.  Thanks for your continued commit-
ment to this very important ministry of St. Peter.  Blessings, Sandy Lockwood 
  

 

2018 GREETER SCHEDULE  

      

  May 2018   

05/06/18 Judy & Barry Boettger Debbie & Holden Schrader 
05/13/18 Connie & Dale Martens Lori & Taylor Klein 

05/20/18 Sandy & Gary Lenneman Jackie & Mark Zamarron 

05/27/18 Shirley & Lyle Huguelet Carleen Eaton & Marilyn Richmond 

      

  June 2018   

06/03/18 Linda & Lee Chant Laurie & Earl Flegler 
06/10/18 Sandy Lockwood & Bill Caruss Hartner Family 

06/17/18 Jan & Jim Mehney Renee & Al Schmitzer 
06/24/18 Olga & Ralph Matteson Jan & Don Maynard 

      

  July 2018   

07/01/18 Bill Caruss & Rollie Kloeckner Theresa & Charlie Silm 

07/08/18 Lorna & Keith Kirschenbauer Bonnie & Roger Gregory 

07/15/18 Jeanette & Bruce Mehney Norma & Bruce Fitzpatrick 

07/22/18 Ilene Gibson & Marion Koeppen Michelle & Tom Gorby 

07/29/18 Diane & Frank Hart Kathy & Bruce Bond 

You will be OK!

Recently a pastor at the church I was visiting delivered a moving sermon that drove the point
home  “You will be OK, help is on the way!”
How many times in our life have we heard those very words? You will be OK! From the medical
staff as we see them for some ailment  It’s OK, we are here to help you through this. When the
child falls down while playing, the parent offers comfort  You’ll be OK, I’m here. A warm hug or
gentle kiss makes all the difference. When the emergency personnel arrive on the scene  Don’t
worry, we’re here and we will take good care of you.
Whenever similar words are spoken, the effect is the same. We feel more comfortable, relaxed,
reassured of the outcome. We trust that the person is in control and we don’t need to worry.
Many of us don’t react the same way to the words of Jesus. We often try to take control, try to fix
things. When facing our Goliath do we react like David or more like Saul? Matthew 6:25 tells us
not to worry. Do we trust His words? Do we believe it and hold on to it?
We are reminded of the promise of Jesus in 1 Peter 3:21 22. Baptism makes us a child of God.
Jesus saves us by His death and resurrection. He defeated death and now sits at God’s right
hand. He has prepared a place for us, our future is secure. Jesus is here, it’s going to be OK.
That’s the message that should be our Safe Harbor. Jesus has done the work. His hands are
reaching out to us. His arms ready to hold us securely. But we need to let go, stop fighting and
turn our concerns over to Him. Do we turn all things over to God regardless of the size of the
problem we face? We’ve got a big God, with angels, authorities and powers in submission to Him.
Don’t worry  I’ve got this  It’s going to be OK.
Be the example for your family, for your friends, for your co workers. Let them see the difference in
you. Demonstrate the calm from your assurance that God is in control. When they ask about the
reason for your confidence, you have your chance to share the story that makes the difference in
your life.
You can also demonstrate that confidence when you write or update your Estate Plan, including a
Gift to your favorite Ministry as part your Will or Trust. Your Gift can insure the message of Jesus’
calming, saving grace is continually spread to the world as you experience Heaven. Don’t worry,
you will be OK!

Bill Burmeister
Church Extension Fund – Michigan District
800 242 3944 t bill.burmeister@mi cef.org

This document is provided to assist you in your estate planning process and is not meant to offer financial or legal advice.
Please contact your Attorney or Financial Advisor to obtain appropriate professional advice relevant to your particular circumstances.



 

 

VBS CRAFT SUPPLIES 

With Vacation Bible School in June this year, it’s already time to begin collecting supplies.  I’ll provide a list 
of items needed in the bulletin in the coming weeks, but right now I’d like to have you begin saving Pringles 
cans (tall ones with the lids) and empty soup or vegetable/cans with the lids cut off without sharp edges.  
We’re going to need 60 of each.  Thanks for your help.  Theresa Silm, VBS Crafts Coordinator  

 

 

If you would be willing to donate supplies for crafts at Vacation Bible School this year, here is a list of items 
we need.  My goal is to have everything collected by May 15th, so we can get everything prepared and 
ready for VBS in June.  Thank you in advance.  (Theresa Silm) 

We’re going to need: 
 60 Pringles cans (tall with lids) 
 

 60 soup or fruit/vegetable cans with the lids cut off smoothly without sharp edges 

 100 feet 2 mm black elastic 

 5 sheets each of red, yellow and orange tissue paper 

 120  9-oz clear plastic cups 

 60 small amber LED tea lights 

 25 5/16” flat washers 

 1000 rainbow Loom Bands 

 3 rolls colored masking tape 

 300 Star stickers 

 Odd or leftover Nuts, bolts, washers, and hooks, 

 Old keys, miscellaneous buttons, and  ribbon scraps 

SCRIP cards can be purchased on Sundays during Bible Study from Pam Mohr. Orders can be 
dropped in the black Scrip box outside the office any time. Please contact Ann Shellito at 
517 626 2302 with any questions.

Walking with St. Peter
 A Community Exercise Opportunity

St. Peter Lutheran School is open for those wishing to walk for exercise from 8:45 – 9:45am 
Monday through Friday.   
 (Not available if school is closed or cancelled due to inclement weather or holidays)

Thank you so much for sharing your servant’s heart in fulfilling the Church’s mission to make known the 
love of Christ. Your choice to put your servant heart into action truly makes a difference in our ability to 
reach out into the world and help others in need. Thank you for sharing your enthusiasm and being an
inspiring example for others! 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO OUR DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS: 

In Memory

Raymond Bergdolt, a former Principal here at St. Peter, died on Saturday, April 14th in Illinois.  
Funeral services were held on Saturday, April 21st at St. Lorenz Lutheran Church in Frankenmuth.  
Expressions of Sympathy may be sent to:

Lois Bergdolt
% Rev. Phillip & Ramona Baerwolf
6133 Howard Court
East Dundee, IL 60118



 

 

I am looking for small vases and glass jars.  If you would like to donate please put my 
name on the bag and I will get them  
from the church or hall. 
 

Thank you, Pam Mohr 
 

The Sunday School Kids Thank YOU!!!   
Our mission project for Wellspring Lutheran Services in East Lansing who provide help and care for  
children and their families was a great success.  We collected hats, mittens and gloves for children of ALL 
ages.   They have been taken to Wellspring Lutheran Services and were received with great delight!   
Diane Thurston 

HEART SISTERS NEWS!    
 The “Heart Sisters” are taking a break until the fall with knitting and crocheting hats for 
cancer patients and preemies.  We will, however, enjoy one another’s company with 
little impromptu get togethers for breakfast and road trips.  Matter of fact, a little road 
trip is being planned for Monday, May 14th.  It should be a great day to enjoy a few 
laughs and eat lunch out!   Watch the bulletin for specifics about time and meeting 
place.  
Any questions, please call Diane Thurston (989) 593-2480 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

 

 

Our next scheduled blood drive is Monday, May 21, 2018 from 1:45pm-5:00pm st St. Peter 
Lutheran Church. 
 

Theresa Silm 

Social Ministry Coordinator 
517-281-0170 or silm@msu.edu 

The families of Jim and Tonya Platte would like to extend our sincere and heartfelt  
thank you for all the support and prayers during this difficult time.  It means so much to our 
families to be thought of.  We ask for continued prayers for our families as we continue to 
deal with our loss. 
 

Sincerely 

Matt & Jenny Scott and families 

“Time Lab”
Imagine traveling through time and meeting the most important man who was not just a man but who was 
also God.  One who turned the world upside down. One who existed outside of time.
Join us for VBS 2018  Time Lab!!! 

When:              June 18th 22nd from 9 am  noon
Where: St. Peter Lutheran Church, 8990 Church Road, St. Johns 
Who: 4 9 year olds

There will be Bible lessons, snacks, music, crafts and games.  You won’t want your children to miss this 
opportunity to join in with the fun!!

Call 989 224 3178 or church@stpeterriley.org to register

Memorial Day Potluck at St. Peter Lutheran Church on 
Sunday, May 27th immediately after late service.  
Please bring your favorite dish to pass and let us 
enjoy our time of fellowship.

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://tabunightclub.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/glass-jar-vases-decorative-glass-jars-with-lids-aqua-blue-glass-jar-vase-small-jam-glass-jar-used-as-vase-with-various-flowers.jpg&imgrefurl=http://tabunightclub.com/amus

