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Divine Service – Sundays at 9 am 
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A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR 

An Issue Larger than the Size of a Cup  
 

When I arrived at St. Peter Lutheran Church, the practice in use for serving communion to those unable to come to 

the altar was to carry to them the paten with the body of Christ and the chalice with the blood of Christ. I continued this 

good practice. Nobody had an issue with what was being done. 

When Covid hit, we brought the blood of Christ in individual cups to those unable to come to the altar instead of 

the chalice. Two years later, when all our other Covid precautions had been eliminated, we returned to the previous practice 

of carrying the blood of Christ in the chalice to those who cannot come to the altar for communion, exactly what had been 

happening in our congregation when Covid hit. Practically, only one item can be carried, since it is one person carrying the 

blood of Christ. This decision to return to pre-Covid procedure was made by the elders together in May of this year. Maybe 

it would have been helpful for this return to previous practice to be communicated better ahead of time. 

Nevertheless, by simply returning to what had previously been the practice, a fury of division broke out in our 

church. This came to a head at the voters meeting in July. Why is this an issue now when the same practice was not an issue 

before? It is being pointed out that those at the altar have the “choice” of the chalice or the individual cup, and therefore it 

is not fair that the same is not offered to those unable to come to the altar. That is true, but why did this bother no one be-

fore Covid? 

The issue may be larger than the size of the cup. Some thirty years ago (according to what I’ve been told) the indi-
vidual cups were introduced at St. Peter Lutheran Church. They have been in use in Lutheran churches in general since 

around the 1950s. For many, this means the individual cups have been in use forever. In reality, this is an extremely new and 

novel way of distributing the blood of Christ in the history of the church. The Church existed for nineteen hundred years 

distributing the blood of Jesus in a common chalice, as the Lord himself did at the institution of His Supper. The individual 

cup was not a Lutheran practice, even though it has become one. 

Maybe the current division has its roots in the fact that we (in deviation to the Lord’s institution and all history of 
church practice) introduced a visible, tangible division into the Sacrament of the Altar when we introduced the individual 

cups into our churches. Maybe we are reaping what was sown back in the 1950s when we thought we knew better than the 

faithful of the previous two millennia and better than Jesus himself. If there is one thing on this earth that innovation and 

novelty should have nothing to do with, it is the Supper of the Lord’s body and blood, instituted by Christ himself on the 
night in which he was betrayed. 

At the voters meeting, solutions were proposed for getting rid of the current division over how those in their seats 

are being served. The prevalent solution proposed was to offer the “choice” of chalice or individual cup to those in their 
seats, just as it is offered at the altar. This certainly would be fair. But is it prudent to continue and actually introduce more 

of the practice that is causing the division in the first place? The “choice” is the source of division, in fact, it is the division—
why further ingrain that into our practice? 

This alien “choice” that we have introduced into the Lord’s Supper is reaping its ugly fruit. It goes against every-
thing it means to be the recipient of a gift, which the Lord’s Supper is. When a gift is given, the recipient makes no demands 

about how he or she would have liked it better. And what we are being offered in the gift of the Lord’s Supper is of far 
greater worth than all earthly treasure. It is the body and blood of the Son of God which he gave into death on our behalf 

and shed for the forgiveness of sins. Its benefits are forgiveness, life, and eternal salvation. And we are complaining over this 

gift not being given to us the way we like?! Is not the way the Lord gives this gift good enough? 

 

-Pastor Bayer  



 

 

A LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

 



 

 

A LETTER FROM OUR CANTOR 

Why We Do What We Do 
 

The individual or the common cup? 
 
First, let’s note that the common cup is known as the “chalice.” 
 
In 1894 a physician who was also a Presbyterian minister in Ohio invented the individual cup for Com-
munion, considering it to be more hygienic than the chalice.  As individual cups were introduced to con-
gregations, it generated a lot of conflict.  Gradually the practice spread to other Reformed churches, such 
as the Church of Christ, Methodist, Baptist and the like.  It’s important to remember that these churches 
use grape juice, rather than wine, for their Communion. 
 
At some point in the mid-Twentieth Century, the use of individual cups came into American Lutheranism 
(not Lutherans in Europe!).  There were a lot of influences leading to this – a growing anxiety about hy-
giene, a desire to fit in with Reformed neighbors, a fear that the chalice made us look “too Roman Catho-
lic.” 
 
In recent years there’s been an emphasis to restore historic liturgical practice, including the chalice, in part 
because of Jesus’ own words.  Luther points out that the apostles may have had their own individual cups 
during the Passover meal, but Jesus hands them ONE cup, “THIS cup is the new covenant in my 
blood” (Luke 22:20, emphasis mine); “Drink from it, all of you” (Matt. 26:27).  When instructing the 
church in Corinth, Paul uses the singular, “As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup…” (I Cor. 
11:26).  This fits with Paul’s emphasis that all believers are joined in one body (Rom. 12, I Cor. 12), not 
random individuals doing “their own thing.”  Sharing the chalice puts each Christian in direct fellowship/
communion with every Christian throughout time and space who share the same chalice. 
 
Having said all that, does that mean the chalice is the only “right” way to participate in the Eucharist?  
Certainly not.  In addition to the individual cup, some people practice “intinction” (dipping the bread into 
the chalice before eating, much more common among Eastern Orthodox Christians).  There may be 
good reasons to use one practice over another at specific times.  Luther teaches us, “Certainly not just 
eating and drinking do these things, but the words written here, ‘Given and shed for you for the for-
giveness of sins.’  These words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the Sacra-
ment.  Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: ‘forgiveness of sins.’” 
 
But remember, my emphasis is to provide some rationale for “why we do what we do,” so that you can 
come to the Sacrament in full faith and confidence that here you receive bread and wine, the body and 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness sins for all Christians. 
 
I hope to share more of why we do what we do.  Perhaps if you have a particular question or concern, 
you might pass that along to me through the church office. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
Dick Davenport 



 

 



 

 

Endowment Fund Newsletter Article August 2022 
 
What is an Endowed Fund?  
An endowed fund is a charitable gift established in perpetuity in which the principal is invested for total 
return and a small portion of the fund’s balance (the previous years interest and growth) can be paid out, 
annually, for the purposes defined by the donor in the endowment agreement. The intent is for the total 
return of the fund to exceed the payout over the long term and therefore the fund will remain in perpetu-
ity.  
 
Why are Endowments important?  
Churches and non-profit organizations establish endowments to provide permanent sources of funds that 
can be used for decades and provide revenue that is stable and reliable amid the uncertainty of other reve-
nue streams and may support unexpected needs/expenses that arise.  
 
What is Gift Planning?  
Gift planning consists of gifts left by donors after they have been called home to Heaven, and it can be 
used to grow an endowment. Sometimes referred to as “legacy gifts,” these gifts benefit the church or 
school while also providing valuable tax savings and additional benefits to the donor’s family.  
 
How do St Peter Lutheran Church Endowment Funds work?  
Endowed funds differ from others in that the total amount of the gift is invested. Each year only a por-
tion of the income earned is spent while the remainder is added to the principal for growth. In this re-
spect an endowment is a perpetual gift.   

 

Mites Sunday 
is August 28! 

2022 MINT FESTIVAL 

Plans are underway for the St. Johns Mint Festi-

val on Saturday, August 13th.  St. Peter Lutheran 

Church and School invites everyone to walk as a 

group in the parade and pass out hard wrapped 

candy!  Let’s take advantage of  this great oppor-
tunity to share our church and school with oth-

ers who may not even know we exist!!  Hard 

wrapped candy can be dropped off  at the 

church office or put in the blue bin in the back 

of  the Church.  We need walkers to join us in 

the parade.  Please sign up in back of  the church 

or church office. We also need volunteers to 

help with parking. In the past parking has been a 

good money maker for our church. Sign up for 

time slots is also in the back of  church or office. 

Please contact me with any questions at  989-

224-7106. 

Charlene Kennedy 

Shut-In Visit List Monthly Visits 
 

Virginia Davis   

Charlie Silm    

Shirley Edwards        

Albert Smith    

Sue Yelden 

Linda Davis 

Terry Ordway  

Glenn Bennett 



 

 

 
The Ceremony of the Offertory 
 
Have you ever noticed the subtle ceremony involved in receiving the offerings during the Divine Service? After all 
the offerings have been collected, they are brought forward and given to the pastor or one of his assistants. The 
pastor then turns toward the altar, and as he slightly bows his head, the collection plates with the offerings in 
them are raised slightly to the Lord and then placed either on the altar or a table for the offerings. Why do we do 
have this ceremony? And what does it teach us? For that is what ceremony does; it teaches, as the Augsburg Con-
fession tells us, what we need to know about Christ (AC XXIV, 1–3). 
 
Originally, this ceremony included more than simply bringing forward what was collected in the offering plates. 
The elements for the Holy Communion—the bread and the wine—were brought forward along with the offering 
plates. As the offering plates and the elements were lifted toward the Lord, and placed upon the altar, the ele-
ments would be put in the center and the altar, now made a table, would be set for the Lord’s Supper.  
 
These gifts brought to the altar came from the sweat of the people’s brow. It is the bread and wine, the fruits of 
the peoples’ labor in this fallen world. After six days of labor and toil, the people would bring a generous propor-
tion for the Lord’s work. It was set upon the altar and offered to the Lord for Him to take up and press into His 
service for His gracious work in and among them.  
 
For what they offered to the Lord from the sweat of their brow, the bread of anxious toil, came back to them as 
the bread of life, the bread come down from heaven that whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup would re-
ceive life through the forgiveness of their sins.  
 
This is not unlike what the Lord did for His people in the Old Testament:  
 

You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord your 
God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of 
your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord 
your God always. And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the 
Lord your God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses, to 
set his name there, then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the 
place that the Lord your God chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire—oxen or sheep or 
wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before the Lord your God 
and rejoice, you and your household.  
 

What a blessing! God provides for us in all things. He provides bread from the sweat of our brows, and He 
receives this from us in the first fruits offerings we give to Him in thanksgiving and praise. He receives and 
turns it into spiritual bread, heavenly bread, the bread of eternal life and gives it back to us so that we might 
have joy. So, the next time you are in the Divine Service, watch this ceremony in wonder, that the Lord gives 
back to us, what we have given to Him so that we may rejoice in the salvation He has won upon the cross and 
gives to us in His supper.  

 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

CHURCH ANNOUNCMENTS, NEWS & EVENTS 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


 

 

Memorials 

 

Bonnie Wickham  
 

Prayer Chain 
If you have a prayer request, please call the church of-
fice (989) 224-3178 during office hours. If in the even-
ing or weekend, please call Pam Mohr (989) 292-1686.   
 

Regular Church office hours will resume when school returns on August 

29, 2022. Church secretary office hours will then be as follows.  

Monday: 8:15-4:15 

Tuesday: 8:15-12:15 

Wednesday: 8:15-12:15 

Thursday: 8:15-12:15 

 
 

Summer Church Office Hours:  

      Wednesday: 8am –1pm 

      Thursday: 8am-1pm 

LADIES AID SALE 
 

We welcome donated homemade 
items for Ladies Aid Sale.  We have a 
display case in the hallway outside of 
the Fellowship Hall.  Drop off your  
donated items at the church office or 
at church on Sundays.  Proceeds go 
towards the Ladies Aid to support the 
needs of the congregation, charities 
we give to and the seminary student 
we support.  There will be a payment 
box on the Ladies Aid display.  Makes 
checks payable to St. Peter Ladies 
Aid. 

The Ladies Aid Display Case items in 
the hallway of the Fellowship Hall has 
changed we have decided that you 
may purchase any items in the case by 
removing it from the case from the 
back and put your donation in the box 
attached to the case. 


